
Grade 8 Summer Reading:
Dear Students and Parents/Guardians,

This summer we are asking students to read daily to help maintain skills they have acquired 
during the school year.  As you read and engage with different texts, you’ll practice recalling and 
connecting with information, setting you up for success in the classroom.  Remember: A membership to 
your local library is free and a great way to explore many titles this summer!  

Rising eighth graders are responsible for reading one required novel and a novel of their choice.  
Please note, students will be assessed on the required summer reading novel upon returning to school 
for their first grade of the year. These assessments will involve written responses to direct novel based 
questions.  All three campuses at the Academy will read this book and engage in lively class discussions 
in addition to the assessment in September.  Please remember to bring your book with you on the first 
day of school for class discussions!

● Required Novel: Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman

Please reach out to your child’s campus if you have any questions.  Enjoy your summer and happy 
reading!

Sincerely,

The Middle School ELA Team

“A Vietnamese girl plants six lima beans in a Cleveland vacant lot. Looking 
down on the immigrant-filled neighborhood, a Romanian woman watches 

suspiciously. A school janitor gets involved, then a Guatemalan family. 
Then muscle-bound Curtis, trying to win back Lateesha. Pregnant 

Maricela. Amir from India. A sense of community sprouts and spreads.”

Boston Public Library Locations In & Around Dorchester:
● Adams Street - 690 Adams Street, Dorchester, MA 02122
● Codman Square - 690 Washington Street, Dorchester, MA 02124
● Lower Mills - 27 Richmond Street, Dorchester, MA 02124
● Uphams Corner - 500 Columbia Road, Dorchester, MA 02125
● Grove Hall - 41 Geneva Ave, Dorchester, MA 02121
● Mattapan - 1350 Blue Hill Ave, Mattapan, MA 02126
● Note: The Fields Corner Branch of the BPL is closed for renovations!



Grade 8 Summer Reading:
Use the reading log below to help pace your reading this summer.

Required Text: Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman

Date: Chapter(s) or 
Pages Read:

Notes/Summary of Reading:



Grade 8 Summer Reading:
Use the reading log below to help pace your reading this summer.

Choice Text: __________________________________ By ____________________

Date: Chapter(s) or 
Pages Read:

Notes/Summary of Reading:


